
Guidance for Investigators:
HIPAA Accounting of Disclosures
Is an Accounting of PHI Disclosures Required?

My research involves disclosing PHI outside
of the covered entity.

Is the PHI being disclosed limited to that
included in a HIPAA Authorization that was
signed by the research subjects (or their    Yes
representative)?

The disclosure of PHI related to your
  No research is not  subject to accounting

of disclosures under the HIPAA
Privacy Rule (45 CFR 164.528).

Is the PHI being disclosed limited to that in a
Limited Data Set (LDS) under a Data Use    Yes
Agreement (DUA)?

  No

Is any of the PHI being disclosed from    Yes
decedents where no HIPAA Authorization
has been obtained? The disclosure of PHI related to your

research is  subject to accounting of
disclosures under the HIPAA Privacy

  No Rule (45 CFR 164.528). Proceed to
Chart 2 to learn what information
must be accounted for and how.

Is any of the PHI being disclosed accessed    Yes
under a waiver of HIPAA Authorization?

  No

Review the Policies associated with 
IRB: 20, HIPPA Privacy Rule in
Research to confirm that your 
research must account for disclosure.  
Contact the CHS CIRB office with any
questions regarding disclosing PHI
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Chart 1:

for research purposes. 
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